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Clubs of South Carolina, were later manifestations
of the general Ku Klux movement.

The two largest secret orders, however, were the
Ku Klux Klan, from which the movement took its
name, and the Knights of the White Camelia. The
Ku Klux Klan originated at Pulaski, Tennessee, in
the autumn of 1865, as a local organization for
social purposes. The founders were young Confed-
erates, united for fun and mischief. The name was
an accidental corruption of the Greek word Kuklos,
a circle. The officers adopted queer sounding ti-
tles and strange disguises. Weird night riders in
ghostly attire thoroughly frightened the supersti-
tious negroes, who were told that the spirits of dead
Confederates were abroad. This terrorizing of
the blacks successfully provided the amusement
which the founders desired and there were many
applications for admission to the society. The
Pulaski Club, or Den, was in the habit of parading
in full uniform at social gatherings of the whites
at night, much to the delight of the small boys
and girls. Pulaski was near the Alabama line,
and many of the young men of Alabama who
saw these parades or heard of them organized
similar Dens in the towns of Northern Alabama.
Nothing but horseplay, however, took place at the